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“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress….” –James 1:27 

 
 
 
 
April 16, 2013 

 
Dear Friends & Family, 

I hope this letter finds you blessed and grateful!  

In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul calls us “God’s ambassadors.”. In my case, God has asked me to bring His 
love and care to the Kingdom of Swaziland. As part of a short-term mission team from our church 
here in Colorado, I’m eager to go and love these beautiful people in Jesus’ name. 

Swaziland is the nation most decimated by AIDS; over 25% of adults are HIV positive. Thousands of 
mothers and fathers have died, leaving behind orphans desperately in need of aid. Some of these 
children live with their grandparents, some with aunts and uncles or more distant relatives. Many have 
no adults to watch over them, and siblings manage the best they can on their own.  

Swaziland is also one of the world’s poorest countries. Even those children living with relatives are at 
risk, as poverty is rampant and there often isn’t enough money or food to go around. 

Our church is partnering with Children’s Hope Chest (hopechest.org), a Christian aid ministry that 
serves these children and their communities. In cooperation with the local church, CHC has 
established CarePoints around Swaziland where children can come for food and guidance. Here these 
children are introduced to Jesus and discipled into God’s leaders of tomorrow. 

Our team will visit two of these CarePoints to pray, play with the children, support and encourage the 
adult workers, and help in other ways. We’ll also visit some widows selected by the local church, 
bringing them prayer, encouragement, and food. While I will be participating in all these activities, 
my specific role is that of photographer. Through the pictures I take, I hope to show what God is 
doing in Swaziland and motivate others to get involved. 

In light of this opportunity, there are two ways I’m asking you to partner with me. First, and most 
importantly, I covet your prayers. I want to serve selflessly, be sensitive to promptings from the Holy 
Spirit, take inspiring photos, and love with God’s love. I can’t do this in my own strength. 

Second, the total cost of this two-week trip is $3,500. That covers training, airfare, food, 
accommodations in a modest guest house, in-country travel, and ministry supplies. While our trip isn’t 
until mid-October, I have a series of financial deadlines that must be met: $1,200 by May 1, another 
$1,200 by July 1 (when the plane tickets will be purchased), and the remainder by September 25. 

Please see the accompanying letter from our missions pastor for instructions on how to give toward 
this trip. All donations are tax deductible, and you’ll get a contributions statement at the end of the 
year.  

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter and for asking God about supporting this 
trip. May the Lord abundantly bless you. 

In His love,  
 
Leslie Holzmann 


